Effects of diethylstilbestrol on the production of various extracellular products of Staphylococcus aureus.
The synthetic estrogen diethylstilbestrol at a subinhibitory level of 1.75 microng/ml diminished the production of staphylococcal alpha toxin, coagulase, deoxyribonuclease and penicillinase. Thus, the reported host beneficial effects of diethylstilbestrol may be partially related to its retardive action of certain toxins, or enzymes of S. aureus.